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Note

Contiimation of the Presence o\' Amhlyoninici ovale Koch 1844 and First Records of

Ainhlyoiuina scalpuiniium Neumann 1906 (Acari: Ixodida: Ixodidae) in the Amazonian
Region of Ecuador

The senior author visited the Centro de

Rescate Amazoonico (OTOS'S. 77°32'W).

Napo Province, in the Amazonian region of

Ecuador in February. 2002. The following

species of vertebrates were inspected re-

peatedly for ticks during that month: do-

mestic dog (Carnivora: Canidae); Nasiia

nasiui (L. 1766) (Carnivora: Procyonidae);

Tapirus terrestris (L. 1758) (Perissodactyla:

Tapiridae); monkeys (Primates: Cebidae),

Saimiri sciiireus (L. 1758), Cebus capuci-

nus (L. 1758) and Lagothrix lagothcha

(Humboldt 1812). Tick specimens obtained

were preserved in 70% ethanol and depos-

ited in the Tick Collection of Estacion Ex-

perimental Agropecuaria Rafaela, Instituto

Nacional de Tecnologi'a Agropecuaria, Ra-

faela, Santa Fe, Argentina (INTA).

No ticks were found on monkeys. A
nymph of Amblyomma spp. was found on

a N. nasua (INTA N° 1727). Amblyomma
ovale Koch 1844 was collected from dogs,

tapirs and also a human, and Amblyomma
scalpttiratum Neumann 1906 was found on

a tapir (Table 1 ). Amblyomma ovale was
identified according to Aragao and Fonseca

(1961b), and A. scalptiiratum following

Boero and Prosen (1960). One of us (JEK)

searched the U. S. National Tick Collection

for additional specimens of both tick spe-

cies from Ecuador. The search yielded sev-

eral records, all from the Amazonian region

of Ecuador (Table 1 ).

Amblyomma ovale is widespread in the

Neotropical Region, reaching the southern

Nearctic (Guglielmone et al.. in press).

However, its presence in Ecuador has been

documented only twice. Becklund (1968)

found a specimen on an ocelot imported to

U.S.A. from Ecuador, and Guglielmone et

al. (in press) cites its presence in the coun-

try. Adults of this tick species primarily in-

fest carnivores, but findings on tapir and

man are not infrequent (Guglielmone et al.,

in press), as reflected in the records from

Ecuador.

Amblyomma scalpturatum is usually

found on tapirs and to a lesser extent on
anteaters and dogs in Bolivia, Brazil, Co-
lombia, French Guiana, Guyana, Peru and

Venezuela (Jones et al. 1972). Evidentally,

A. scalpturatum can occasionally parasitize

humans (Aragao and Fonseca 1961a).

These are the first records of A. scalptura-

tum from Ecuador, and expand the known
distribution of this poorly known tick spe-

cies.

We acknowledge the collaboration of

Angelika Raimann, Director of Centro de

Rescate Amazoonico, with the work carried

out by CZ. We also acknowledge the sup-

port of National Institute of Allergy and In-

fectious Diseases grant Al 40729 to JEK,

and INTA and Fundacion ArgenlNTA to

AAG.

Literature Cited

Aragao, H. de B. and F da Fonseca. 1961a. Notas de

ixodologia. VIII. Li.sta e chave para os represen-

tantes da fauna ixodologica brasileira. Memdrias
do Instituto Oswaldo Cioiz 59: 115-130 + 27

plates.

. 1961b. Notas de ixodologia. IX. O complexo

ovale do genera Amblyomma. Memorias do Insti-

ttito Oswaldo Craz 59: 131-148 + 4 plates.

Becklund. W. W. 1968. Ticks of veterinary significance

found on imports in the United States. Journal of

Parasitology 54: 622-628.

Boero. J. J. and A. F. Prosen. I960. Ixodideos de

"Anla." III. Amblyomma scalpturatum Neumann
1906. Descripcion del macho y redescripcion del

henibra. Anales del Instituto de Medicina Region-

al 5: 115-119.

Guglielmone, A. A.. A. Estrada-Peiia, A. J. Mangold.

D M. Barros-Battesti, M. B. l.abruna, ,1. R. Mar-



PROCEEDINGSOF THE ENTOMOLOGICALSOCIETY OF WASHINGTON



VOLUME105. NUMBER3

tins, J. M. Venzal. M. Araza. and J. E. Keirans.

In press. Ambtyomma aiireolatum (Pallas. 1772)

and Amblyomma ovale Koch. 1X44 (Acari: Ixod-

idae): DNA sequences and dislributions. Veteri-

nary Parasitology.

Jones. E. K.. C. M. Clifford. J. E. Keirans, and G. M.

Kohls. 1972. The ticks of Venezuela (Acarina: l,x-

odoidea) with a key to the species of Ainhlyorninu

in the Western Hemisphere. Brigham Young Uni-

versity Science Bulletin, Biological Series 17: 1-

40.

Corina Zerpa, Cdtedra de Higiene, Epi-

demiologi'a y Administnicion Sanitaria. Fa-

cidtad de Ciencias Veterinarias, Universi-

dad Nacional de Rosario. Ovidido Lagos y

nita 33. CP 2170 Casilda. Santa Fe, Ar-

gentina {e-mail: corina.zerpa@hotmail.

com). James E. Keirans, U.S. National Tick

Collection. Institute of Arthropodology and
Parasitology. Georgia Southern University.

Stateshoro. GA 30460-8056. U.S.A. (e-

mail: jkeirans@gasou.edu): Atilio J. Man-
gold and Alberto A. Guglielmone, Instituto

Nacional de Tecnologi'a Agropecuaria. Es-

tacion E.xperimental Agropecuaria Rafaela.

Casilla de Correo 22. CP 2300 Rafaela,

Santa Fe. Argentina (e-mails: amangold®
rafaela. inta. gov. ar: agugliclmone@ rafaela.

inta.gov.ar)


